U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR iW 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington, D.C. 20212 


THREE BUDGETS FOR AN URBAN RETIRED COUPLE 
Preliminary Spring 1969 Cost Estimates 


The Bureau of Labor Statistics has developed a set of budgets which 
describe a specified manner of living at three levels for an urban 
retired couple--husband age 65 or over and his wife. These budgets, 
described as Lower, Intermediate and Higher, were published in the 
November 1969 issue of the Monthly Labor Review. A report Three 
Budgets for a Retired Couple in Urban Areas of the United States, 
1967-68 (Bulletin 1570-6) will be released in 1970. Preliminary 
estimates of the budget costs in 39 metropolitan areas, 4 regional 
classes on nonmetropolitan areas, and urban U.S. are now available 
for spring 1969. 


Consumption costs were derived by applying price changes between 
spring 1967 and spring 1969, reported in the Consumer Price Index, 
to the appropriate spring 1967 cost of each budget class of goods 
and services. Final estimates will utilize specific price data 
considered more appropriate to each budget level than is the 
Consumer Price Index. Since this index reflects prices paid for 
commodities and services purchased by urban wage earners and cleri- 
cal workers generally, without regard to their family type and level 
of living, its use to update budgets for price change over time must 
be viewed as yielding preliminary estimates. 


Other costs were also updated to 1969, but personal taxes (in the 
higher budget) were computed from tax rates in effect for 1968. 
Final detailed estimates based on the complete repricing of the 
budgets in spring 1969 will be published in mid-1970. Total budget 
costs for spring 1969 are available for the first time, but consump- 
tion costs were released by the Bureau in September 1969. 


Copies of Bulletin 1570-6 will be for sale early in 1970 at the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics and the Superintendent of Documents, 
Washington, D.C. 20402. A press release which includes costs of the 
three budgets in all urban areas is available upon request. 


January 1970 
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U.S, DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington, D.C, 20212 


THREE BUDGETS FOR AN URBAN FAMILY OF FOUR PERSONS 
Preliminary Spring 1969 Cost Estimates 


The Bureau of Labor Statistics has developed a set of budgets which 
describes a specified manner of living at three levels for an urban 
family of four persons--husband, wife, 13-year-old boy, and 8-year- 
old girl. These budgets, described as Lower, Intermediate and 
Higher, were first published in the report Three Standards of Living 
for _an Urban Family of Four Persons, Spring 1967 (Bulletin 1570-5), 
and in the April 1969 issue of the Monthly Labor Review, Reprint 

No, 2611. Preliminary estimates of the budget costs in 39 metropoli- 
tan areas, 4 regional classes of nonmetropolitan areas, and urban 
U.S. are now available for spring 1969. 


The "food at home" costs in these budgets are final estimates. For 
other consumption costs, preliminary estimates were derived by 
applying price changes between spring 1967 and spring 1969, reported 
in the Consumer Price Index, to the appropriate spring 1967 cost of 
each budget class of goods and services, These estimates are prelim- 
inary because the Consumer Price Index reflects prices paid for 
commodities and services purchased by urban wage earners and clerical 
workers generally, without regard to their family type and level of 
living. The final estimates will utilize specific price data consid- 
ered more appropriate to each budget level than is the Consumer Price 
Index, 


Other costs and OASDHI were also updated to 1969, but personal taxes 
were computed from tax rates in effect for 1968. Final detailed 
estimates based on the complete repricing of the budgets in spring 
1969 will be published in mid-1970. 


Bulletin 1570-5 can be purchased from the regional offices of the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics and the Superintendent of Documents, 
Washington, D.C. 20402, Price $1. Monthly Labor Review Reprint 
No. 2611 is available upon request. 
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Y U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


OFFICE OF INFORMATION, WASHINGTON, D. C. 20210 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS 
219 South Dearborn Street, Room 704 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 
Telephone: (312) 353-7230 


THREE BUDGETS MEASURE LIVING COSTS FOR A RETIRED COUPLE IN CHAMPAIGN-URBANA 


Consumption costs for a retired couple living in the Champaign-Urbana, I11 


ne 


area vary from $2,916 to $6,035 annually based on estimated Spring 1969 
prices. In releasing three Spring 1967 budgets for a retired couple, the 
U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics announced the preliminary updated consump- 
tion costs average $4,126 for the intermediate budget level. To meet lower 
budget consumption costs $2 ,916 is needed, while $6,035 is needed for the 
higher budget consumption costs. 


Thomas J. McArdle, Regional Director of the Bureau in Chicago noted 
consumption constitutes only a portion of the retired couple's budget. He 
Said the Spring 1967 budgets are more indicative of the total costs incurred 
by retired couples. Although the Bureau intends to publish a research bulletin-- 


Three Budgets for a Retired Couple in Urban Areas of the United StateS-- later 
in 1969, McArdle summarized the findings now available for the first time. 


The three budget levels were established for a husband-~-age 65 or over-- 
and his wife both of whom are self-supporting, living independently, and 
enjoying reasonably good health. In the Champaign-Urbana 
metropolitan area this couple required $4,053 at the intermediate budget 
level, $2,818 at the lower level, and $6,288 at the higher level. For the 
intermediate level, Champaign-Urbana area retired couples' expenses were 5 percent 
above the national average. The lower budget was 6 percent above the national 
average and the higher budget, 4 percent above. 


Among the 39 metropolitan areas included in this budget study, the 
Champaign-Urbana area budget ranks 10th at the intermediate level, 9th at 
_ the lower level, and 14th at the higher level. A comparison of the inter- 
mediate budgets for all metropolitan areas shows that it was less expensive 


to live in approximately three-fourths of the areas than in Champaign-Urbana. 


Nationally, costs averaged $3,857 for the intermediate budget, $2,671 
for the lower budget, and $6,039 for the higher budget. 


hy, Yo 


Of the 10 cities studied in the North Central Region, most 
were less expensive to live in than Champaign . At the intermediate 
budget level, Champaign budget costs ranked 3rd. The following 
table shows the rank order of these midwest cities for the three budget 
levels. 


BUDGET COSTS FOR A RETIRED COUPLE IN SELECTED 
METROPOLITAN AREAS OF THE NORTH CENTRAL REGION 
SPRING 1967 


LOWER INTERMEDIATE HIGHER 
Indianapolis $2850 Indianapolis $4065 Detroit $6377 
Cleveland 2828 Cleveland 4057 Milwaukee 6305 
Champaign-Urbana 2818 Champaign-Urbana 4053 #Indianapolis 6304 
Milwaukee 2795 Milwaukee 4040 Champaign-Urbana 6288 
Mpls.-St.Paul 2775 Mpls. -St. Paul ©3972 Chicago 6248 
Dayton 2689 Chicago 3945 Cleveland 6234 
Chicago 2664 Detroit 3870 Mpls-St. Paul 6226 
Green Bay 2663 Green Bay 3825 Green Bay 6161 
Detroit 2656 Dayton 379 le Dayton 6030 
Cincinnati 259 Se eeCinc nats 3765 Cincinnati 5724 


Differences in the three levels are due to variations in the style 
of living provided by each budget. While each level permits the couple to 
maintain its health and well-being and to participate in community activities, 
a majority of the items common to the three levels are in greater quantity 
and of better quality at each higher level of living. 


There are also basic differences in housing, transportation, services, 
and recreation. For example, in the lower budget, many couples lived in apart- 
ments (without air-conditioning), rode public transportation, performed 
services for themselves, and used free community recreational services. By 
contrast, the higher budget assumes 70 percent of the couples own homes and 
more than half own new cars. The higher level also allows more household 
appliances and more paid services than the intermediate level provides. 


Housing was the largest single expenditure in all three budgets. The 
intermediate Champaign budget estimate for housing was 13 percent more 
than the urban U. S. average cost of housing. The lower budget shows 
Champaign-Urbana housing costs were 12 percent more and the higher budget 
8 percent more. 


Total food costs at Spring 1967 prices averaged $794 .for the lower 
budget, $1,042 for the intermediate, and $1,291 for the higher. These food 
expenditures are about equal to the urban averages. 


Sogts 


The table below indicates how expenditure patterns differ at each 
budget level. 


Annual costs of the retired couple's budget at 3 levels of living 
ChampaignUrbana, Illinois area, Spring 1967 


:Lower : Intermediate: Higher : 
Total budget ..cccsvecccvsees - $2,818 $4,053 $6,288 
Total family consumption...... 2,697 3,810 5 a3 
OS ? Ee SR SP ee 794 1,042 1,291 
HouSinge cs scccccercccvcscves 1,053 1,506 2,229 
Transportation. ...eeseeeeeee 219 397 722 
Clothing and personal care.. 217 356 ap wl 
SS Do hg A Oe ees 295 297 300 
Other family consumption.... 119 212 460 
Other costs..... Wedittdialdtel> » 0.0 b.0,¢ 221 243 735 


Percent distribution 


TOCEL DOG RET 14.0. A. , itawedn 100.0 100. 


0 100.0 

Total family consumption...... hb ey: 94.0 88.3 
OMT Stakes oPoa.ers sSoldts 0 6 bv ode 28.2 £5ey 20.5 
oe Oe ene i, 37.4 37 35.4 
mmonepor tation. Wie .t....... 7.8 9.8 2 He ee 
Clothing and personal care.. rie | 8.8 8.8 
mecca ls Gayes sake. Se 10.5 me. 4.8 
Other family consumption.... 4.2 be wily 2 3 
RIEALO. COG CE coin orev swe ee gee Is es 4.3 6.0 Tied 


Budget costs for the 39 metropolitan areas and four nonmetropolitan 
regions are shown in the attached tables. Additional comparative living 
cost indexes reflect differences in price levels among areas. 


aie = 


ANNUAL COSTS OF CONSUMPTION FOR 3 LEVELS OF LIVING FOR 
A RETIRED COUPLE, CHAMPAIGN-URBANA, ILLINOIS, 
SPRING 1967 AND SPRING 1969* 


: Cost : Increase 
Component H Spring : Spring : : 
: 1969* : 1967 : Amount : Percent 


Lower Budget 


Food eeeeevoeeevoeweoeeeeeveeeeeeeeweeneeeeeee@ 838 794 44 = 
Housing eeeeoeseeeeoeeweeetpeeeseeeeenneeneeoweee TSLZ3 1,053 70 6.6 
Transportation eoee@eoeeeeveenreneneseeeeeoeee 239 219 20 9.1 
Clothing and personal care ........ 240 217 23 10.6 
Medical care eeeeeeveeeeweeepeoeweeeweeowneeeee 340 295 45 14.3 
Other family consumption ....eeeees 136 119 17 14.3 
Total family consumption ......eee- 2,916 2,697 219 Bil 
Intermediate Budget 
Food eeee3#ee eoeet@e#eoee#eeesveeweeeeevne*eeweeneeee@ 15103 1,042 61 5.9 
Housing eeeoeoeeeeeeeeesee#eteoenewneeneeeeeee @ iatGl 1 1,506 105 70 
TEANSPOTCALLON (6 xis sv a ooo ecels 6» clnlwlieyes 434 397 af ye 
Clothing and personal care ........ 393 356 37 10.4 
Medical care eeeeeeeeeeeeweeeweeeeoeeeee 343 297 \ 46 a5 
Other family consumption ..% seule. 242 212 30 ie 2 
Total family consumption .......e6. 4,126 341810, «3 316 Rio 
Higher Budget 
Food eeeeenertenerteensrteeeeneseeeeeeeeeeeeeeee @ 12321 1,291 80 6.2 
Housing eeeeteeeeeensteneeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 2,402 2 e209 Lig 7.8 
TranspGFEation FPF. sels Welalc dielc eie elaete 786 Wen 64 8.9 
Clothing: ‘and, personal. care. % .j 0000. 609 551 58 10.5 
Medical care eoeeeeeeseenreesteeenvneensteneneneete 346 300 46 15.3 
Other family consumption .......0.. epal 460 61 13.3 
Total familyeconaumpgiony\.. inv eanee 6,035 Lo Phe te | 482 BT 


* The budget estimates for spring 1969 reflect a slower rise than the percent increase 


in the CPI because a majority of the retired couples live in mortgage-free homes. 
Therefore, their budgets were not affected by the sharp rise in mortgage interest 
rates. Data for spring 1969 will be revised later to reflect the spring 1969 re- 
pricing of goods and services that make up the budgets. 


Labor-Chicago 
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Table 1, Annual Costs of « Lower Budget for 4 Retired Couple, }/ Spring 1967 


Clothing and 


Metropolitan areas ]/----------------- 


Mormmetropolitas areas §/-------------~ red 
Bortheast: 
Boston, Mase-------------+----------- oe 
Buffalo, BLY <---<+----seennn meen n n= 137 
artford, Conn =--+-----"----------- 21 
Lancaster, | ee 127 
1s 
137 
ui 
Portland, Maine--------------------- ing 
Honmetropolitan areas §/------------ mr 
Worth Central: 
Cedar Rapids, lowa------------------ | 2,778 127 
2,818 119 
2,664 131 
Cincinnati, Ohio-Ky.-Ind ------------| 2,595 136 
Cleveland, Ohio -------------------- | 2,828 138 
Ohio --+--+----------------- | 2,689 133 
Detroit, Mich ---------+-<---------- | 2,656 139 
Green Bay, Wis ---------------------'| 2,663 127 
Indianapolis, Ind ------------------ | 2,850 138 
Kansas City, Mo.-Kans -------------- | 2,691 129 
Milwaukee, Wis +-------------------- | 2,795 132 
Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minn --------- | 2,775 133 
St, Louis, Mo,=I1l------------------ | 2,757 122 
Wichita, Kans ---------------------- | 2,709 ies 
Nommetropolitan areas §/------------.| 2,560 =n 
South: 
Atlanta, Ga------------------------- | 2,462 3 
2,402 127 
Baltimore, Md ~-------- : 2,616 1 
Baton Rouge, La -<-----------r------ | 2,422 132 
Dallas, Tex -------------- | 2,511 133 
Durham, N.C ------------+--- 2,56 128 
Houston, Tex <---<------------------ | 2,531 133 
Nashville, Tenn -------------- 2,536 138 
Orlando, Fla <<+9<-----<-++-- ore~ | 2,572 130 
Washington, D.C,-Md.-Va------------=: 137 
Moometropolitan areas §/--~-------- % 
Weet: 4 
Bakersfield, Calif------------------ ay 
Denver, Cole -------- socccdeococce 124 
Honolulu, Hawaii <-------+---se-e%e~ | ias 
Los Angeles- Beach, Calif ------ 14s 
San Diego, epaneppgsocrqecoree 137 
San Francisco-Oakland, Calif-----+-- 4 
Seattle-Rverett, Wash -------+------ 136. 
104 


Nonmetropolitan areas §/-~-------r-~ 


» 


A husband age 65 or over end his wife. $ 
The total cost of the budget includes gn allowance for gifts and contributions. 
/ The total represents the weighted average costs of renter and homeowner families, The weights in the lower budget were 40 percent for families living in rental dwellings; 

60 percent for homeowners. 

Average contract rent plus the cost of required amounts of heating fuel, gas, electricity, water, specified equipment, and insurance on household contents. 

rf Taxes; insurance on house and contents; water, refuse disposal, heating fuel, gas, electricity, and specified equipment; and home repair and maintenance costs. 

The average costs of automobile owners and nonowners vere weighted by the following proportions of femilies: Boston, Chicago, Mew York, Philadelphia, 100 percent for 
nonowners; all other metropolitan areas, 45 per for car owners, 55 percent for nonowners; nonmetropolitan areas, 55 percent for car owners, 45 percent for nonowners. 

For » detailed description see the. 1967 edition of "Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas," prepared by the Bureau of the Budget. 

Places with populations of 2,500 to $0,000. 


NOTE: Because of rounding, sums of individual items may not equal totals. 


rhan Umited States- ---------9-- 


Table 2, Annus! Costs of an Intermediete Budget for « Retired Couple, ]/ Spring 1967 


Renter and ee es ee Other 


owner family 
consumption 


Metropoliten areas Li 
MNonmetropoliten areas 8/------ - 


Northeast: 

Boston, Mase-----+----------- 
Suffelo, ij 3=--3>-o == 
Hartford, Conn 
Lancaster, _Pa--*--<24--<9- 
New York-Mortheastern W,J---- 
Philadelphia, Pa.-N. J-- 
Pittsburgh, Pa--------- P=Gue 
Portland, Maine----------- ann 
Nonmetropolitan areas 8/----- 


North Central: 


Cedar Rapids, lowa----------- B 
Champaign-Urbana, Ill------- - Po 
Chicago, I1l,-Northwestern Ind ah 
Cincinnati, Ohio-Ky.-Ind----- 021 
Cleveland, Ohio-------------- 010 
bayton, Ohio--------- aa “a 
Detroit, Mich-------- -- 060 
Green Bay, Wis------- ore 974 
Indianapolis, ind--- --- 021 
Kaneee City, Mo,-Ka --- 032 
Ooms 


Milwaukee, Wie-------------%2 
Minneapolie-St. Paul, Minn--- 
St. Louis, Mo. 
Wichita, Kan@--P<-2+=9-<- aoe 
Nonmetropolitan areas 8/----- 


South: 
Atlante, Ga-------- Secccccee .. 
Austin, Tex------- 
Baltimore, Md-------- -- 
Baton Rouge, 
Dallas, Tex----- 


A 
~ 
a 


S3EE 


w 


Nashville, Tenn- 
Orlando, Fle 
Washington, D.C, <d.-Va------ 
Nonmettopolitan areas 8/----- 


- 
fect 
woerownweo 


3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3, 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 


West: 

Bakersfield, Calif--------- -- 
Denver, Colo~-------- 
Honolulu, Hawsti------------ 

Los Angeles-Long Beach,Calif- 
San Diego, Calif------------2 
San Francisco-Oakland, solaetine 
Seattle-Everett, Wash-- 
Nonmetropolitan areas {fancies 


~ 


A husband age 65 or over and his wife. 

The total cost of the budget includes an allowance for gifts and contributions. = “ 

The total represents the weighted evsrase costs of renter and eel families. The weights in the intermediate budget were 35 percent for families living in rental dvel lings 
6> percent for homeowners, age . 

4/ Average contract rent plus the cost of required amounts of hbatinig fuel, gas, electricity, water, specified equipment, and insurance on household contents. 

5/ Taxes; insurance on house and contents; water, refuse disposel, heating fuel, gas, electricity, end specified equipment; end howe repair and maintenance cost. 

o/ The average costs of automobile owners and nonowners were weighted by che following proportions of families: New York, 25 percent for car owners, 75 percent for nonowners; 
Boston, Chicago, Philadelphia, 40 percent for car owners, 60 percent for Tage LE ell other metropolitan areas, 60 percent for car owners, 40 percent for nonowners; nonmetropo- 
jitan areas, 68 percent for car owners, 32 percent for nonowners. | 

2/ For a detailed description see the 1967 edition of "Standard’ ietropolican Statistical Areas,” prepared by che Bureau of the Budget. 

8/ Places with populations of 2,500 to 50,000, 


leIni— 


NOTE: Because of rounding, sums of individual itema may not equal cotals. 


Table 3. Annusl Cosmof « Higher Budget fer « Aetired Couple, }/ Spring 1967 


' « 
Mase-------------------=-- - 
peat BE Poscoqsessacccsnnsonnce 437 
——. Ps 
tances, Bywneesvessnvnnnne 313 
Pittsburgh 273 
Pai | Pa. “WN, J--++--+------ 273 
— 253 
Portland, Meine-------- 23 
Nonmetropolitan areas 9/---------- 23 
North Central: 
Cedar Rapids, Lowa---------------- 861 4 
Lll--++<-------- 4% ave 
Chicago, Ill,-Northwestern Ind---~- 943 400 
Cincinnati, Ohio-Ky.-Ind---------- aaa to0 
denn 243 
o-- "582 218 
a= "21 ane 
~ 328 
Indianapolis, Ind----------- -- 3 260 
= Ley ema eee - 232 
lwaukee, ecmocwontle i 232 
Minneapolis-St. Paul, “- 299 
St. Louis, Mo.-ILl---------- on av 
Wichita, Kans---------- o--- me 
Nonmetropolitan areas 9/- 2 112 
South: : 
Atlanta, Ga ------ ¥ 
Baltimore, Md- ad 
-t-- 216 
Baton Rouge, La----- 121 
Dallas, Tex «------- art 
Durham, N.C -------- 176 
156 
Nashville, 149 
Orlando, Fla-------------- 14s 
Washington, D.C,-Md.-Va--- - 243 
Nonmetropolitan areas 9/---------- . 
West: . | 
Bakersfield, Calif ------ o< ‘ 
Denver, Colo -------- eee 1s 
Honolulu, Hawaii------------------ a 
Los Angeles-Long Beach, Calif ---- aon 
San Diego, Calif ,----------------- 222 
San Prancisco-Oakland, Calif ----- 199 
Seattle-Everett, Wash -----------~- a7 
152 


Nonmetropolitan areas 9/ --------- 


A husband age 65 or over and his wife. 
The total cost of the budget includes an allowance for gifts and contributions, 
/ The total represents the weighted average costs of renter and homeowner families, The weights in the higher budget were 30 percent for families living in rental dwellings; 
70 percent for homeowners, 
4/ The total includes an allowance of $53 for lodging away from home city. The allowance is the same for all areas. This allowance is not shown separately or included in any of 
the housing subgroups. : 
Average contract rent plus the cost of required amounts of heating fuel, gas, electricity, water, specified equipment, and insurance on household contents, 
/ Taxes; insurance on house and contents; water, refuse disposal, heating fuel, gas, electricity, and specified equipment; and home repair and maintenance costs. 


The average costs of automobile owners and nonowners were weighted by the following proportions of families: Boston, Chicago, New York, Philadelphia, 75 percent for car owners, 


25 percent for nonowners; all other metropoliten and nonmetropolitan areas, 100 percent for car owners, 
f For « detailed description see the 1967 edition of "Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas," prepared by the Bureau of the Budget. 
NOTE 


Places with populations of 2,500 to 50,000. 
: Because of rounding, sums of individual items may not equal totals. 


Teble 4. of Carperetive Ceuts Baeed on 
Laval ee ree @ Datired Couple, ]/ Spring ie 
(3.8, Urbas Average Coots = 100) 


ffs et [Easing Tabata, bossterstohingsy tion 


iomcer 
Ares Other 
femily 
acemiea vy eae Ska Teaoanar | rrenoporee coneumpt 
tiie tion 7/ . an 
cnubieed 4/ 


Urban Gailed beateo~--------cceee= 100 
Metropolitan areas 9/----~--<--- rt 101 
Boomatropoli¢an arean 9/-------- 93 ” 

103 ” 
Buffalo, B,To-e-----9--~ 110 100 
Rartford, Commocewoos----+---- 113 101 
Lancaster, Pa ---ee-ee-eeennon iol 98 
ew York-fortheastera B,J---- 105 162 
Patledelpbia, Pa.-8 $8 * 
Picteburgh, Pa----- 100 97 
Portland, Maine---- 104 98 
Bounstropolites oreas 9/------ 104 97 
Borth Ceutral: 
Codar Rapids, Lowae----------- 104 yy 
Chempsign-Urbana, I1l--------- 106 100 . 
Ceicago, Ill.-Morthwestern Ini 100 100 
Cinciomati, Ohio-Ky.-ind------ 97 95 
“Cleveland, Ohio--------------- 106 3 
Baytea, Ghio~-----------0----- 101 95 
Detroit, Mich---s<---<----c00- 99 97 
Green Bay, Wis~---- 100 cry 
Indienapolie, Ind-- 107 * 
 Kanses City, Mo. -Kam --------- 101 100 
Milwaukee, Wis--+<----~---9--- 105 98 
Minneapolie-St. Paul, Minne--- 104 4 
St. Lovie, Mo.-Ill---<--<----- 103 ry 
Wichita, Kens--e+-----------ce 101 
Wonmetropolitan ereas 9/+----- 96 
South: 
At laste, Can---eree-o-e-eenee 92 
92 
98 
91 
% 
6 
95 
95 
Orlande, Place-eee-------e-ce 96 
Washington, D.C. Md. -Va--<---- 105 
Monmetropolitan areas 9/------ 87 
Weet: 
Bekersfield, Calif- 99 
Denver, Colo------- 101 
Honolulu, Bawaiie----+------<-- 116 
Loe Angeles-Long Beach, Calif- 106 
Bow Diego, Cali fer--0---<0---- ~ 102 
Gen Frencisco-Oakland, Calif-- 110 
Saattle-Ewverett, Wask--<---<-- ill 
Monmetropoliten areas 9/------ 101 


See footnotes at end of table 6, 


Urben Geited States-------------<---- 
Mecropolitas areas §/------------- 
Boometropolitan areas 9/---------- 


Port fb Ay ST OR SET 


Cleveland, Ohio-------------<<<= 
Dayton, Ohiow-<9<<-<-------<9-8- 
Detroit, Mich------------------= 
Creen Bey, De 

9 Indeooocenee--eccce 


Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minn------- 


Orlando, Fla-------------------- 
Washington, D.C,-Md.-Va--------- 
Nonmetropolitan areas 9/-----~-- 


Weet: 
Bakersfield, Calif-- 
Denver, Colo-----<<00----------= 
Bonolulu, Bawaii----- o 
Los Angeles-Long Beach, Calif--- 
San Diego, Calif---------------- 
San Frencisco-Oakland, Calif---- 
Seattle-Everett, Wash-----<----- 
Nonmetropolitan areas 9/---=---- 


See footnotes at end of table 6, 


Table 5, 


Ind 


of Comparative Coste Based oa 
for « Ratired Couple, )/ Spr 


(U.S, Urben Average Costs = 100) 


ee 


Tadle S, | Indewee of Comparstive Costs Bosed «eo Level Badger 
for a Betired Cople j/, Spring 7 


(U.&. Urban avorngs (cote » 100) 


Urban United States tone meer en enon serene 
Metrepoliten creas §/ 
Boemetrepoliten srecs 9/---—-<-——-- 


Worthoasc : 
Reston, Hasete-----se$ n-ne ne 
Buffalo, B.T-~ 
Bertford, Coun tso-e--eren-nne 
Lancaster, Pere-----ceecoennn= 
Bow York-ortheastern #.J°---- 
Philedelphia, Pa.*8.Jreecso--= 
Pitteburgh, Pawemone-- = 
Port lend, Haine to~o--------ee— 
Bousst ropeliten ereas 9/“----- 
orth Cratrair 
Cedar Rapids, Lowareooooownn-- 
Caempaign-Urbena, Ille--99---- 
Cnicago, Ill-Borthweetern Ind- 
Cinciamari, OhiowKy.-Ind------ 
Cleveland, Ghigr-sseesemecnnne 
Dayton, Ob ipros-see seen ee annne 
Detreit, Hiche----s3e---cmee<e 
Oreen Bay, Wise-=- 
Indianapolis, Ind-o-ereco-cowe 
Kansas City, Ho.-Kane-<------* 
Milwaukee, Wigree=----ee-—— =~ 
Minneapolis-St. Paul, Miar--- 
St. Loule, Mo.-1lles--<----e<- 
Wichita, Kanserses-----ee--e~ 
Bommetropoliten areas 9/<----- 
South: 
Atlanta, Gar-<--cceeeeeeennore 
dastin, Texcecowsee- cee secenee 
Baltimore, Hd---see--e<ennen~ 
Baton Rouge, Lav*ese~-----—= 
Dallas, Tex---osoes sere n--ene 
Durham, N.Cocssese re cescessoce 
Houston, Tex---*seess-e<--ene= 
Nashville, Tenn-sese*+s+-oese=- 
Orlando, Flacee-cees-eoseeeo- 
Washington, D.C.°Md.-Vaer---9° 
Wormetropoliten areas 9/------ 
West: 
Bakersfield, Calif-**-------- 
Denver, Colore--sersenecaneenn 
Honolulu, Hawatie-oes-------92 
Los Angeles-Long Beach, Calif 
San Diego, Califecooeonereee-- 
San Francisco-Oakland, Calife* 
Seattle-Everett, Wash-*eoo--"~ 
Nonmetropoliten areas 9/--—==- 


A/ The family consists of a retired husband and wife, age 65 years or over. 

2/ The cotal represents the weighted averege costes of renter and homeowner families. See the weighte cited in footnote 4. 

3/ The lower and intermediate budgets do not include an allowance for lodging awey from home city, but the higher budget includes $53 for all areas. These costs are not shown 
separately or included in any of the housing subgroups. 

4/ The average cost of ehelter is weighted by the following proportions: Lower budget , 40 percent for renters, 60 percent for homeowners; intermediate budget, 35 percent for 
renters, 65 percent for homeownere; higher budget, 30 percent for renters, 70 percent for homeowners. 

5/ Average contract rent plus the cost of required amounts of heating fuel, gas, electricity, water, specified equipment, and insurance on household contents. 

6/ Taxes, insurance on house and contents, water, refuse disposal, heating fuel, gas, electricity, specified equipment and home repair and maintenance costs. 

]/ The average coste to automobile owmers end nonowners in the lower budget are weighted by the following proportions of families: Mew York, Boston, Chicago, and Philedelphie, 
100 percent for nonowners; all other metropolitan areas, 45 percent for automobile owners, 55 percent for nonowners; nonmetropolitan areas, 55 percent for owners, 45 percent for 
nonowners. The intermediate budget proportions are: New York, 25 percent for owners, 75 percent for nonowners; Boston, Philadelphia and Chicago, 40 percent for owners, 60 percent 
for nonowners; ell other metropolitan areas, 60 percent for owners, 40 percent for nonowners; nonmetropolitan areas, 68 percent for owners, and 32 percent for nonowners. The 
higher budget proportions are: Mew York. Boston. Philadelwhia and Chicago, 75 percent for owners, 25 percent for nonowners; all other ereas, 100 percent for automobile owners. 
Intermediate budget costa for automobile owners in autumn 1966 were revised prior to updating to spring 1967 cost levels. 


3/ For a detailed description, see the 1967 edition of the Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas, prepared by the Bureau of the Budget. 
9/ Places with population of 2,500 to 50,000. 
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VIuV 


AREA 


HONOLULU, HAWAII 
BOSTON. MASS. 


NEW YORK - NORTHEASTERN NJ 
HARTFORD, CONN. 


BUFFALO, NY. } 


SAN FRANCISCO - OAKLAND, CALIF. 
; SEATTLE -EVERETT, WASH 
los ANGELES - LONG BEACH, CALIF. 
CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA 
DETROIT, MICH. 

| PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
MILWAUKEE, WIS 

INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 

CHAMPAIGN - URBANA, ILL. 
CHICAGO, ILL. - NORTHWESTERN IND. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - MD. - VA. 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 

MINNEAPOLIS - ST. PAUL, MINN. 
GREEN BAY, WIS. 

DENVER, COLO. 

-SAN DIEGO, CALIF. 

KANSAS CITY, MO. - KANS. 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 

PORTLAND, MAINE 

DAYTON, OHIO 

ST. LOUIS, MO. - ILL. 

LANCASTER, PA. 

WICHITA, KANS. 

BALTIMORE, MD. 

HOUSTON, TEX. 

BAKERSFIELD, CALIF. 

DALLAS, TEX. 

NASHVILLE, TENN. 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 

NORTHEAST, NONMET AREA 
ORLANDO, FLA. 

BATON ROUGE, iA. 

DURHAM, NC. 

WEST, NONMET AREA 

AUSTIN, TEX 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA 

NORTH CENTRAL. NONMET AREA 
SOUTH. NONMET AREA 


INDEXES OF COMPARATIVE LIVING COSTS 
URBAN RETIRED COUPLE 
(higher budget, spring 1967] 
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URBAN RETIRED COUPLE 
tETIRED COUPLE| WHERE THE DOLLAR GOES 


Spring 1967 Urban United States 


HIGHER BUDGET 
$6039 


All Other 


Taxes 15.3¢ Food 


3.9¢ 


Medical Care 
49¢ 
Clothing and 


Personal Care 
9.1¢ 
Housing 


Transportation 34.2¢ 


All Other 
11.5¢ 


Clothing and 


Clothing and 
Personal Care Personal Care 
92¢ 8.1¢ 


Transportation 
7.2¢ 


Housing 
345¢ 


Housing 


Transportation 35.2¢ 


9.9¢ 


INTERMEDIATE BUDGET LOWER BUDGET 
$3857 $2671 


NEWS U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
OFFICE OF INFORMATION, WASHINGTON, D. C. 20210 


USDL - 72-296 FOR RELEASE: A.M. Editions 


Bureau of Labor Statistics Tuesday, May 16, 1972 
(202) 961-2579 


THREE BUDGETS FOR A RETIRED COUPLE, AUTUMN 1971 


The U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics has updated to autumn 
1971 its budgets for a retired couple at three levels of living and its geographical 
comparative indexes based on these budgets. The updating takes into account changes in 
prices and in tax payments between spring 1970 and autumn 1971. The lower and inter- 
mediate budgets, which include virtually no income taxes, rose about 6.5 percent from 
the spring 1970 budgets for these levels. The higher budget increased only about 4.5 
percent because the rise in consumer prices was partly offset by reductions in income 
taxes, which constitute 4 percent of this budget total. Equivalent budget levels varied 
widely among cities and regions, with the lowest in small cities and in the South, and 
the highest generally in the largest metropolitan areas. 

The average budget for a retired couple living in urban areas of the United States 
ranged from $3,319 a year at a lower level, to $4,776 at an intermediate level, and to 
$7,443 at a higher level. (See table A. Further details are shown in tables 1, 2 and 3.) 

The retired couple is defined as a husband, age 65 or over, and his wife; they are 
self-supporting, living independently in their own home, in reasonably good health, and 
able to take care of themselves. The budgets are illustrative of three different levels 
of living and provide for different specified types and amounts of goods and services. 
The family has, for each budget level, average inventories of clothing, housefurnishings, 
major durables, and other equipment. The budgets pertain only to an urban family with 


the specified characteristics; no budgets are available for rural families. The budgets 


are not intended to represent a minimum or subsistence level of living. 


Table A. Summary of annual budgets for a retired couple, at three levels of living, 


urban United States, autumn 1971 


Téan Lower Intermediate Higher 

budget budget budget 

Total budget $3,319 $4,776 $7,443 
Total family consumption = Wp teh 4,484 6,592 
Food 942 L.2oo eye 
Housing 1,160 Lore 2,620 
Transportation 225 438 797 
Clothing and personal care 267 429 650 
Medical care 424 427 429 
Other family consumption 158 262 A) 
Other items 143 287 566 
Personal income taxes - tw 285 


Composition of the Budgets 


Consumption items in the budgets--food, housing, clothing, transportation, medical 
care, etc.--were updated to autumn 1971 by applying changes in the Consumer Price Index 
to the spring 1970 budget levels for these components. These items came to 96 percent 
of the total budget at the lower level and 94 and 88 percent at the intermediate and 
higher levels, respectively. Allowances for gifts to persons outside the family and 
contributions to religious, welfare, and other organizations are included in all three 
budgets, but provision for the payment of life insurance premiums is included only in 
the higher level budget. Further, since the incomes required to support the intermediate 
and higher budgets generally are not derived exclusively from tax-free sources, these 


two budgets include allowances for personal income taxes. 


The food budget (for food at home and away from home) was 30 percent of the con- 
sumption total at the lower level, 28 percent at the intermediate, and 24 percent at th 
higher. Medical care, like food, represented a decreasing share of consumption as the 
budget level rose--13 percent in the lower budget, 10 percent in the intermediate, and 
7 percent in the higher. Housing accounted for almost 40 percent of the three con- 
sumption totals. The constant share reflects the ownership of mortgage-free homes at 
all budget levels. Transportation stepped up from 7 percent of total consumption in the 
lower budget to 10 and 12 percent in the intermediate and higher budgets, respectively, 
due to more automobile ownership in the highest level budget. These allocations do not 
represent how families of the budget type actually spend their money. Rather, they 
reflect the assumptions made about the manner of living at each of the three levels. 

New information on actual spending patterns will not be available until the 1972-73 
Survey of Consumer Expenditures, now in process, is completed. 

Comparable budgets for a retired single person, 65 years or over, are not available. 
Consumption totals for a person of this type, living alone at equivalent levels to those 
specified for the retired couple,can be approximated by applying a factor of 55 percent 
to the consumption total for the retired couple. Autumn 1971 levels for the single 
person are $1,747, $2,466, and $3,626 for the consumption component of the lower, inter- 


mediate, and higher budgets, respectively. 1/ 


1/ For details on estimating procedures, see "Revised Equivalence Scale," BLS 


Bulletin 1570-2. 


Differences in Budgets Among Urban Areas 


Area indexes, representing differences in budgets for an equivalent level of living, 
reflect not only differences among the areas in price levels, but also regional varia- 
tions in consumption patterns and differences in climate, types of transportation 
facilities, taxes. etc: 

For the three budgets, the consumption component was higher in metropolitan than 
in nonmetropolitan areas. The metropolitan-nonmetropolitan difference was 11, 17, and 
20 percent for the lower, intermediate, and higher budget respectively. Excluding 
Anchorage, the interarea range was narrowest in the lower budget and widens for the 
higher budgets. 

All indexes relate to budgets for families established in each area. They do not 
measure differences associated with moving from one area to another, or costs incurred 
by recent arrivals in the community. 

Further details on the indexes are presented in tables 4, 5, and 6. 

Changes in Budgets, 1970-71 

As compared with the Retired Couple's Budgets for Spring 1970, when they were last 
published, the consumption component rose 6.8 percent at the lower level and by 6.5 per- 
cent at the intermediate and higher levels, as a result of price increases. Changes in 
the various components of the budgets between spring 1970 and autumn 1971 were as 


follows: 


Table B. Percent changes in Retired Couple's Budgets, spring 1970 to autumn 1971 
Budget level 


ae Lower paevate Higher 

WeleCOt PI f 2.9 aL 
Housing-<-<<-----4------25----- asf Tey j re! 
Transportation-~--------------- 6.1 6.1 57 
Clothing and personal care----- Pek Sat 332 
Medical care------------------- NS pa [504 le ee 
Other family consumption------- 6.8 6.9 7.0 

Total consumption---«-------- 6.8 6.5 6.5 
Other costsS---+--------.~-- eae 6.7 6.7 5.6 
Personal income taxes----«----- - -50.0 -27.1 

Total budget----------------- 6.8 6.4 4.6 


In the medical care component, out-of-pocket Medicare in autumn 1971 was based on 
data now available from the Social Security Administration. If similar data had been 
available when the spring 1970 Retired Couple's Budgets were published, the change in 
the U.S. average medical care budgets would have been 11 percent at each level rather 
than the 15 percent shown above. 

The higher budget, which includes Federal, State, and local income taxes, was 4.6 
percent larger in autumn 1971 than in spring 1970. The increase in the total budget was 
smaller relatively than in the consumption component because of reduced personal income 
taxes at all levels of government. However, the distribution of the budget components 


remained generally unchanged at the three budget levels between 1970 and 1971 as follows: 


Table C. Percentage composition of Retired Couple's Budgets, springy 1970 and autumn 1971 
Budget level 


Lower Intermediate Higher 
1970 1Lg7 4 1970 1971 1970 1971 
Total Budget-------- 100 100 100 100 100 100 
Consumption~-~----- 96 96 94 94 87 88 
Other items 1/---- 4 4 6 6 8 8 
Taxes 2/----- wann- 0 0 3/ oy. 5 + 


1/ Includes gifts and contributions and, at the higher budget level, life 
insurance. 

2/ Federal, State, and local personal income taxes. The 1970 taxes were computed 
at 1969 rates; the 1971 taxes at 1971 rates. 


3/ Less than 0.5 percent. 


Methods of Calculation 

The 1971 consumption budgets were derived by applying price changes between spring 
1970 and autumn 1971, reported in the Consumer Price Index for individual areas, to the 
appropriate spring 1970 budget for each main class of goods and services. This method 
of updating is approximate because the Consumer Price Index reflects spending patterns 
and prices paid for commodities and services purchased by wage earners and clerical 
workers generally without regard to their family type and level of living. Personal 


taxes were computed from tax rates in effect for 1971. 


The sources of data, methods of calculation, and quantities of goods and services 


for each budget level are described in detail in BLS Bulletin 1570-6, Three Budgets for 


a Retired Couple in Urban Areas of the United States, 1967-68, which can be purchased 


from the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D.C. 20402, or from any BLS Regional 


Office listed below for $.70. 


available, free of charge. 


Region IL 
1603-A Federal Bldg. 
Boston, Mass. 02203 


Region LV 


1371 Peachtree St., N.E. 


Atlanta, Ga. 30309 


Regions VII and VIII 
911 Walnut St. 
Kansas City, Mo: 64106 


A supplement, with budgets for spring 1969-70, is also 


Region IL 
1515 Broadway 
New York, N.Y. 10036 


Region V 
300 South Wacker Dr. 
Chicago, Ill. 60606 


Regions IX and X 

450 Golden Gate Ave. 
Box 36017 

San Francisco, Calif. 


94102 


Region IIL 
1317 Filbert St. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19107 


Region VIL 
1100 Commerce St. 
Dallas, Tex. 75202 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR ‘FIRST CLASS MAIL? 
a 


BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS a a ae Ee ae ee a eee 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20212 POSTAGE AND FEES PAID 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR — 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS U.S.MAIL 


PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE, $300 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


OFFICE OF INFORMATION, WASHINGTON, B. ¢. 20210 


BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS, 300 S. Wacker Drive, &th Floor, Chicago, TLL. 60606 - 353-1880 


FOR RELEASE: 


THREE BUDGETS FOR A RETIRED COUPLE - AUTUMN 1972 


The Bureau of Labor Statistics has updated to Autwmn 1972 its three budget Levels 
for a retired couple and the place-to-place indexes used to compare budget costs 
4n 39 urban areas. The new budgets, Last published for Autwmn 1971, reflect 
changes in prices and income taxes since that date. These increases ranged from 
4% for the intewnediate budget to 3.3% for the higher budget. The Lower budget 
nose 3.7%. The study indicates that, in general, budget Leveks were the Lowest in 
4makl cities and in the South and the highest in the Largest metropolitan areas. 


Ten cities in the North Central Region were among the 39 urban areas studied. 
Total budget costs for each of these cities at the three levels are listed below: 


ANNUAL COST OF BUDGETS FOR A RETIRED COUPLE - AUTUMN 1972 


AREA LOWER INTERMEDIATE HIGHER 
Champaign-Urbana, I]. $3489 $5130 $7865 
Chicago, I1.-Northwestern, Ind. 338] 5033 7863 
Cincinnati, Ohio-Ky.-Ind. 3306 4785 7124 
Cleveland, Ohio 3608 5233 7958 
Detroit, Mi. | 3439 5006 8104 
Green Bay, Wi. fi 3354 4902 7912 
Indianapolis, Ind. 3504 5071 7792 
Milwaukee, Wi. 3477 5064 7912 
Minneapolis,-St. Paul, Mn. 3529 5032 7774 
U. S. Urban Average 3442 4967 7689 


Living costs for a retired couple in the midwest ctttes ranged from average to 
slightly above, depending on the budget level used. Comparisons based on the lower 
level budgets show that Cincinnati is the cheapest midwestern city for a retired 
couple. Their budget is 4% below the national urban average. In contrast, Cleveland's 
living costs for the same couple are 5% above the average. The remaining cities are 
Green Bay, 3% below, Chicago and Dayton 2% below, Detroit, at the national average, 
Milwaukee and Champaign-Urbana, 1% above, Indianapolis, 2% above, and Minneapolis- 
St. Paul, 3% above. 


“ae 


Using the intermediate budget, both Cincinnati and Dayton ranked 4% below the 
national urban average while Cleveland was the highest of the 10 midwest cities 
with budget costs 5% above the average with the exception of Green Bay at 1% 
below the average. The remaining cities ranged slightly above average in budget. 
costs with Detroit, Minneapolis-St. Paul and Chicago 1% above, Milwaukee and 
Indianapolis 2% above the urban average and Champaign-Urbana, °3% above the 
urban average. 


The higher level budgets show that Cincinnati, at 8% below the average and 
Dayton, at 4% below, were the only midwest cities studied with below average 
living costs for a retired couple. The other 8 cities are all ranked above the 
urban city average with Minneapolis-St. Paul 1% above, Chicago and Champaign- 
Urbana, 2% above, Milwaukee, Green Bay and Cleveland, 3% above and Detroit, 5% 
above the urban average. 


Other cities outside of the North Central Region ranked above and below the 10 
cities mentioned in each of the budget levels. However, the comparisons above 
are based only on 10 cities in the North Central Region. 


A complete report containing more detailed listings of budget costs for such 
groups as food, housing, clothing, medical care and personal taxes, among others, 
is available upon request from the Bureau of Labor Statistics at this address: 


BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS 
Attn: RCB 

300 S. Wacker Dr., 8th floor 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 


Note: The retired couple is defined as a husband, age 65 or over, 
and his wife, they are self-supporting, living independently in 
their own home, in reasonable good health, and able to take care 
of themselves. The budgets are illustrative of three different 
levels of living and provide for different specified types and 


amounts of goods and services. The family has, for each budget 
level, average inventories of clothing, housefurnishings, major 
durables, and other equipment. The budgets pertain only to an 
urban family with the specified characteristics; no budgets are 


available for rural families. The budgets are not intended to 
represent a minimum or subsistence level of living. 


TO INSURE ACCURATE DELIVERY, COMPLETE MAILING LABEL BELOW 


YOUR NAME 
ORGANIZATION 


STREET ADDRESS 
CITY, STATE & ZIP CODE 
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THREE BUDGETS FOR A RETIRED COUPLE, AUTUMN 1976 


The Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor has updated to 
autumn 1976 its three hypothetical annual budgets for a retired couple and related area 
cost indexes that can be used to compare the cost of these budgets in selected urban 
areas. This updating reflects changes in prices between autumn (September, October, 
November) 1975 and autumn 1976. 

In the autumn of 1976, the estimated U.S. average annual cost of the lower level 
budget for an urban retired couple, excluding personal income taxes, amounted to $4,695. 
At the intermediate and higher levels, the budget costs amounted to $6,738 and $10,048, 
respectively, as is shown in table A. Costs for all the budgets are about 4.5 percent 
greater than the estimated budget costs for the autumn of 1975. Costs for 39 metro- 
politan areas, four nonmetropolitan regions, and Anchorage, Alaska, are shown in 
tables 1-3, and comparative indexes are shown in tables 4-6. 

The updated budget costs represent the costs at autumn 1976 prices of three 
hypothetical lists of goods and services that were specified in the mid-1960's to 
portray three relative levels of living--simply termed lower, intermediate, and higher-- 
for a retired couple. The cost of the lower budget is not intended to represent the 
income necessary for subsistence at the poverty level, but simply represents a level 


relatively lower than the intermediate budget. 


Table A. Summary of annual budgets for a retired couple at three levels of living, 
urban United States, autumn 1976 


Lower Intermediate Higher 
Component budget budget budget 
Total budget 1/----------------------------- $4,695 $6,738 $10,048 
Total family consumption------------------ 4,493 6,333 9,281 
Food------------------------------------ 1,443 1,914 2,402 
Hous ingQ--------------------------------- 1,613 2,334 3,653 
Transportation-------------------------- 322 629 1,161 
Clothing----------------~---------------- 206 347 535 
Personal care--------------------------- 138 202 296 
Medical care---------------------------- 571(P) 574(P) 579(P) 
Other family consumption---------------- 200 K ie 657 
Other items------------------------------- 202 405 767 


1/ Beginning with the autumn 1973 updating of the budgets for a retired couple, 
the total budget is defined as the sum of "total family consumption" and "other items." 
Income taxes are not included in the total budgets. 

(P) Preliminary estimate. 

NOTE: Because of rounding, sums of individual items may not equal totals. 


Method of Updating 


Consumption costs were updated to 1976 by applying the change in the Consumer Price 
Index between autumn 1975 and autumn 1976 for individual areas to the autumn 1975 budget 
costs for each main class of goods and services. This method of updating is approximate 
because the Consumer Price Index (CPI) reflects spending patterns and prices paid for 
commodities and services purchased by urban wage earners and clerical workers in 
general, without regard to their family type or level of living. The hypothetical 
spending behavior of the retired couple differs from the pattern of the CPI family. 


The last direct pricing of the budgets was in spring 1969. 


atu 


Changes in consumption costs reflect only changes in prices. The market baskets 
are based to a large extent on analysis of expenditure and consumption patterns of the 
early 1960's when these budgets were developed; the baskets have been held constant 


since then. 


Table B. Percentage changes in the budgets for a retired couple, autumn 1975 to 
autumn 1976 
Budget level 


Component Inter- 
Lower mediate Higher 

Total budget-------------------------------- 4.3 4.2 4.7 
Total family consumption------------------ 4.3 4.2 4.7 
Food------------------------------------ se 0.1 0.2 
Hous ing----~---------------------------- 6.5 6.5 6.2 
Transportation-------------------------- 8.4 9.0 9.6 
Clothing-------------------------------- 4.0 3.9 4.1 
Personal care--------------------------- ee 3) 7.4 7.6 
Medical care 1/------------------------- 3.4 3.4 3.6 
Other family consumption---------------- 4.7 4.7 4.6 
Other items------------------------------- 4.1 4.1 4.2 


1/ The autumn 1976 cost estimates for medical care contain a preliminary estimate 
for "out-of-pocket" costs for Medicare. 


Changes in Budgets, 1975-76 
Between autumn 1975 and 1976, the total cost of the lower budget rose by 4.3 per- 


cent, and the intermediate and higher budgets rose 4.2 and 4.7 percent, respectively-- 
all smailer changes than in the previous 3 years. The percentage increases from 
autumn 1975 to autumn 1976 for all the components in the three budgets are shown in 


table B. 


The increase in food prices from autumn 1975 to autumn 1976 was approximately 
1 percent at the lower level and less than 1 percent at both the intermediate and 
higher levels, compared with increases of 7 and 8 percent a year earlier. 

Transportation costs rose the most--approximately 9 percent for each budget level-- 
as a result of large cost increases for both public and private transportation. 

Housing costs rose at approximately the same rate--6.5 percent--for all three 
budget levels but had a greater impact at the higher level because the proportion of 
the total cost of consumption accounted for by housing is larger at that level. 

The budget costs are updated annually and reflect autumn price levels. During the 
period from October 1976 to June 1977, the All Items Consumer Price Index for the U.S. 
rose 4.9 percent. The change in the total budget cost for a retired couple, however, 
differs from the change in the U.S. All Items CPI for at least two important reasons: 
(1) The expenditure weights used in the CPI are different from the hypothetical weights 
used in the budgets, and (2) treatment of homeownership costs is different. 

Description of the Three Budgets 

The retired couple is defined as a husband, age 65 or over, and his wife. They 
are assumed to be self-supporting and living in an urban area; they are in reasonably 
good health and able to take care of themselves. Different qualities and quantities 
of goods and services are provided for each level due to variation in consumption 
patterns, differences in climate, and differences in types of transportation facilities. 

Food-at-home costs in the budgets are based on quantities in the 1964 low-, 
moderate-, and liberal-cost food plans developed by the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
in accordance with nutritional standards formulated by the National Research Council 
of the National Academy of Sciences. Also included in the food total is a specified 
number of meals away from home and an allowance for guest meals, which vary at each 


budget level. 


Shelter allowances for all three budget levels are based on average costs for 
rented and owned dwellings. Rental costs include contract rent, estimated costs of 
fuel and utilities where these are not part of the rent, and insurance on household 
contents. Homeowner costs are based on the assumption that retired couples own their 
homes and have no payments for mortgage principal and interest. 

The medical care component provides for "out-of-pocket" costs for Medicare and 
allows for items not covered by Medicare--dental care, eye ylasses, most out-of- 
hospital prescription and nonprescription drugs, and a checkup visit to a physician 
by Medicare enrollees who do not use any Medicare services within 1 calendar year. 
Medical costs not covered by Medicare are the same for all three budget levels except 
for very minor differences in the cost of eyeglass frames. 

The sources of data, methods of calculation, and quantities of goods and services 
for all the components in the three budgets are described in detail in BLS Bulletin 
1570-6, "Three Budgets for a Retired Couple in Urban Areas of the United States, 
1967-68." Copies may be obtained under accession number PB 227521/AS at a cost of 
$4.75 from the National Technical Information Service, U.S. Department of Commerce, 
Springfield, Virginia 22151. Supplements with budgets for spring 1969-70, autumn 1971, 
1972, 1973, 1974, and 1975 are available free of charge from BLS Regional Offices. 


Region I Region II Region III 

1603 Federal Bldg. 1515 Broadway P.O. Box 13309 

Boston, MA. 02203 New York, N.Y. 10036 Phila., PA. 19101 
Region IV Region V Region VI 

1371 Peachtree St., N.E. 230 South Dearborn St. 555 Griffin Square Bldg. 
Atlanta, GA. 30309 Chicago, IL. 60604 Dallas, TX. 75202 
Region VII and VIII Region IX and X 

911 Walnut St. Box 36017 


Kansas City, MO. 64106 San Francisco, CA. 94102 
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Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Regional Offices 


Region | 


1603 JFK Federal Building 


Government Center 
Boston, Mass. 02203 
Phone: (617) 223-6761 


Region Il 
Suite 3400 
1515 Broadway 
New York, N.Y. 10036 
Phoné: (212) 399-5405 


Region Ill 
3535 Market Street 
P.O. Box 13309 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19101 
Phone: (215) 596-1154 


“REGION VIII 


*REGION VII 


Kansas City 


@ Dallas 


REGION VI 


Region IV 

1371 Peachtree Street, NE. 
Atlanta, Ga. 30309 

Phone: (404) 881-4418 


Region V 


9th Floor 

Federal Office Building 
230 S. Dearborn Street 
Chicago, Ill. 60604 
Phone: (312) 353-1880 


Region VI 


Second Floor 

555 Griffin Square Building 
Dallas, Tex. 75202 

Phone: (214) 749-3516 


Regions VII and VIII* 
911 Walnut Street 
Kansas City, Mo. 64106 
Phone: (816) 374-2481 


Regions IX and X** 
450 Golden Gate Avenue 
Box 36017 
San Francisco, Calif. 94102 
Phone: (415) 556-4678 


*Regions VIl and VIII are serviced 
by Kansas City 

**Regions |X and X are serviced 
by San Francisco 


U. S. Department of Labor Postage and Fees Paid 
Bureau of Labor Statistics U.S. Department of Labor - 


Washington, D.C. 20212 Thi il 
ird Class Mai a 
PRS 5 


Official Business 
Penalty for private use, $300 Lab-441 
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INTERMEDIATE BUDGET CONTINUED: 


AREA ! TRANSPOP- ! CLOTHING 1 PERSONAL 1 MEDICAL | OTHER FAMILY { OTHER 
1 TATION 7/ 1 1 CARE 1 CARE 1 CONSUMPTION 8/| ITEMS 9/7 
a — 
URBAN UNITED STATES------------- 1° $ 701 \ $369 i $229 1 $769 | $366 1 $472 
METROPOLITAN AREAS+OL~~ ~~ ---_. i 708 \ 375 | 224 i 774} 394 \ 488 
NONMETROPOLITAN aRnEas-+/ ------ ! 680 1 350 1 242 1 783 1 262 ! 425 
NORTHEAST: i \ \ \ \ \ 
BCSTON, HASS----------- ------- j 729 , 388 \ 206 \ Thé.5 «1 426 | 557 
BUPPALO, ".Y------------------ \ 817 \ 44s \ 208 \ ree 392 \ 507 
HARTFORD, CONN---------------- \ a1u \ 385 \ 286 \ 746 424 | 525 
LANCASTER, PA----------------- \ 752 \ 380 | 192 \ 19° 350 \ 466 
NFW YORK-NORTHEASTERN, N.J----| 516 \ 347 \ 234 | ee On 408 | 545 
PHILADELPHIA, PA-N.J---------- \ 615 \ 308 | 209 \ 758 | 386 \ 492 
PITTSBURGH, PA---------------- \ 778 \ 339 | 207 | 750 | 387 \ 479 
PORTLAND, MAINE------- iron \ 778 \ 453 \ 187 \ 745 390 \ 500 
WONMETROPOLITAN AREAS--~------ | 742 \ 378 { 230 r 1534 + 280 | 468 
NORTH CENTRAL: \ | { \ | { 
CEDAR RAPIDS, I0WA------------ 1 740 \ 435 \ 226 | 1615) -% 383 | 466 
CHAMPAIGN-JRBANA, ILL--------- i 748 i 467 i 241 i 765 i 400 i 493 
CHICAGO, ILL.-NORTHWESTERN INDI 648 | 359 | 221 \ 717, | 401 \ 467 
CINCINNATI, OHIO-KY,-IND------ \ 707 | 413 \ 188 | ae ee 397 \ 463 
CLEVELAND, OH10~-*------------- 1 754 | 401 1 266 1 744 1 410 1 491 
DAYTON, OHIO------------------ \ 721 \ 390 { 195 | 76500 4 408 \ 458 
DETROIT, NICH-------- en { 166 i 397 | 224 i hikh eel’ 401 | 479 
GREEN BAY, WIS---------------- { 723 i 400 | 220 \ ake Oa 398 \ 459 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND------------- \ 772 { 4ou \ 209 | 758 | 406 \ 471 
KANSAS CITY, O.-KANS--------- \ 763 \ 408 i 240 | 784 | 391 \ 472 
SILWAUKEE, WIS---------------- \ 767 1 435 \ 226 \ ih 400 \ 487 
MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL, MINN----| 735 \ 373 I 231 \ 735 anh 412 \ 476 
ST. LOUIS, NO.-ILL------------ | 785 \ 350 | 203 \ 1ht Bs 377 \ 467 
WICHITA, KANS-------- Wireon7-- | 752 | 407 | 227 \ 764 | 397 I 468 
NONMETROPOLITAN AREAS-~~------- { 661 \ 339 | 256 | Tu | 286 { 435 
SOUTH: \ | | | \ \ 
ATLANTA, GA------------------- \ 700 | 375 \ 221 \ Jeu 396 \ 431 
AUSTIN, TEX------------------- \ 745 \ 391 \ 202 \ 7725 i 373 \ 444 
BALTINORE, SD--~-~------------ \ 750 | 372 | 235 | 166g 381 \ 464 
BATON ROUGE, 743 | 395 { 238 I ein ea 378 | 429 
DALLAS, GEE=-=---------------~- 771 \ 335 | 220 i 797 | 375 \ 447 
DURBAN, BW. C--=-----—------~--- 725 \ 356 | 217 { 791 375 i 454 
HOUSTON, TSX 740 \ 370 \ 237 ' 807 { 364 \ 458 
NASHVILLE, TENN-- 731 i 427 I 199 \ 756 | 380 { 446 
ORLANDO, FLA 744 i 379 | 198 \ 165% § 392 \ 437 
WASHINGTON, D.C.-4D.-VA>~----- | 736 \ 343 | 271 | 799 | 420 \ 507 
NCNMETROPOLITAN AREAS--Ll/----- | 680 \ 309 I 230 | 755 ant 277 | 407 
WEST: { | \ | 1 | 
BAKERSFIELD, CALTF=+---------- fl 783 \ 307 | 205 \ 838 of 364 | 444 
DENVER, COLO------------------ \ 743 i 453 | 207 \ 758 | 383 \ 465 
LOS ANGELES-LONG BEACH, CALIP-| 820 1 338 \ 216 | 830 | 363 \ 459 
Sam DLEGO, CALIF—=—-=>-------- | 785 i 346 | 209 | 810 st 373 ot 447 
SAN PRANCISCO-OAKLAND, CALIP--{ 861 \ 395 \ 271 \ a35) 4 403 \ 500 
SEATTLE-EVERETT, WASH--------- \ 773 \ 400 | 254 | 795 | 402 | 511 
HC¥OLGLU-----~---------------- \ 887 \ 370 | 247 \ 784 418 \ 541 
NONMETROPOLITAN aREAS-LU_~---- I 665 \ 392 ! 270 | 1575 | 294 \ 431 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA---=-----------| 929 \ 497 | 400 | ek 354 | 658 
- (le. 2 a+ lk. dene le) DS Oe eee ee eee 


SEE FOOTNOTES FOLLOWING TABLE 3. 


TABLE 2. ANNUAL COSTS OF AN INTERMEDIATE BUDGET FOR A RETIRED COUPLE, 1/ AUTUMN 1978 


i i FAMILY CONSUMPTIO 
{ { FOOD 1 HOUSING 3/7 _ 

AREA {TOTAL | TOTAL { TOTALJPOOD AT | FOOD AWAY | l SHELTER fl HOUSE- 
[BUDGET{CONSUMPTION | 1 HOME | FROM HOME{TOTAL {TOTAL 4/{ RENTER |HOMEOWNER| PURNISHINGS 
hats?” | ! ! | | ICOSTS S5S/|COSTS 6/ {& OPERATIONS 

cee a \ top t \ feta tee 

| 1 i 
Wepar USITED STATES---~—-----~- {$7846 | $ 7374 { $2299; $2052 | $247 1$2641 | $1689 | $1690 |, $1689 4 $952 
METROPOLITAN re eee 1 8108 { 7620 } 2328) 2066 | 262 WeOOTS ne Teak RAUL. 4d 1782 | 1021 
NONMETROPOLITAN AREAS-LU------ 1 7063 | 6638 f 2250} 2009 | 202 fi2tete tarsi 309 | 407 |{ 748 

NORTHEAST: ‘ | | ! ! ! ! { | ! 
BOSTON, MASS------------------| 9257 } 8700 1 24714 2216 | 255 1 S794 2658). |. 2198. } 2906 | 1076 
BUFFALO, N. Y------------------ 1 8435 | 71928 1 2350} 2105 | 245 1299S Pp ptss7. 1. 1830 | 2025 { 1036 
HARTFORD, COWN---------------- i, 8725 8200 { 24714 2183 | 288 1 3074 4 1991 | 2082 | 1942 | 1083 
LANCASTER, PA---------~------- , (sa 4 7287 ( 2345) 2145 210 (reoegis 1605.6, 1522 1 1649 j S44 
NEW YORK-NORTHEASTERN, N.J----| 9061 | 8516 b 2392) 2257151 335 13682 06 25469 (1. 2978. | 2783 | 1093 
PHILADELPHIA, PA-N.J~--------- { 8187 | 7695 1 2566] 2254 | 312 | 2653-1) 1876" {. 1766. “| 1928 | 975 
PITTSBURGH, PA---------------- 1 7966 | 7487 f -23ait 2117 | 274 ) 2645 7 1660. f.. 1529. 1 i737. 975 
PORTLAND, HAINE------ ca Se 1 8307 j 7807 1 24124 2200 | ea 1 2842 | 1634 | 1838 | 1832 | 1008 
NONMETROPOLITAN AREAS-~------- f w773 7305 | 23551 2126 | 229 l 25G2 alae thVGeekes tree ff 1959 | 691 

NORTH CENTRAL: Dy | ! | i { i i ' i 
CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA------------ 47747 | 7281 i 20914 1857 | 234 1 269515. 167eest. 1676.1 1670 | 973 
CHAMPAIGN-URBANA, ILL--------- 1 8190 | 7697 { 2266] 2045 | a2 lV2e1goe STS, i. 2016. ft 1651 | 1031 
CHICAGO, ILL.-NORTHWESTERN IND{ 7765 | 7298 { 2329) 2109 | 220 1 2567 see oer. teGG af 1466 | 978 
CINCINNATI, OHIO-KY,-IND------ { 7700 | 7237 1 23481 2126 | 222 i 2624 te 1509 16, 1398 “f 1568 | 914 
CLEVELAND, OHIO--------------- 1 8168 | 7677 i - 22121 2040-4 272 L 2790 f (4827, ,[-, 1633 .( 1816 | 968 
DAYTON, OHILO------------------ L 7619 1 7161 | 2242] 2035 | 207 { 2440 | 1448 | 1511 4 1414 | 992 
DETROIT, MICH---~-------------- 1 7965 | 7486 1 “223994 1994 | 245 ieebue ioe. itches tite | 1703 | 954 
GREEN BAY, WIS---------------- | 7638 | 179 1 ‘20755 1887 | 188 heesun to US0S 40 «Tease ft 1442 | 1087 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND------------- 1 7832 | 7361 | 21844 1964 | 220 fj 26ab te 1GT1. ft. seas ff 1686 | 957 
KANSAS CITY, MO.-KANS--------- 1 7852 | 7380 1 2320) 2092 | 228 12474 | 14985 | 1386 4 49% 989 
MILWAUKEE, WIS---------------- | 8098 | 7611 1 21984 1928 | 270 (Sees6 4). 1624 ft  UT73. 1851 4 1002 
MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL, MINN----] 7915 | 7439 1 22351 1984 | 251 a7 Lees tee) Lease oe 1658 | 999 
ST. LOUIS, 8O.-ILL------------ 1 7766 { 7299 be 23754 2133 | 242 1 2S6e , 1832. (, 1369 [ 1466 | 1036 
WICHITA, KANS--~----- VS Sw a 1 7778 | 7310 1 21694 1974 | 195 ee: Ce Ry ed oy 1590 | 1022 
NONMETROPOLITAN AREAS—-~-~----- 1 7234 | 6799 1 2223) 2033 | 190 lieege © 6 TSe8 thas. 1518 | 716 

SOUTH: i i | | ! | 1 | | 1 
ATLANTA, GA------------------- 1 7172 4 6741 1 [22751 1968 | 257 1 2060 4 1103 4 1268 | 1014 | 957 
SUCtine .ee te =o S899 - 9 ------- 1 73864 4 6940 { 2037) 1821 | 216 [2420 8., 1436 ([. $50 1 ke RY 986 
PeLfternn. BD~<—--<-<-~ ------- € TIF 7 7253 1 2208] 1962 | 246 | 2562 7... 1838. .{ 0760...) 1266 | 1102 
BATOW ROUGE, LA--------------- {1 7126 4 6697 § 2291] 2068 | 223 1 1896 | 978. 4 1090 | 917 | 918 
DALLAS, TEXe------------------ 1 7431 | 6984 ; ZtaZ9t 1871 | 258 t east, d., 18267 ~ TSS6-. 4 1333 | 932 
DURHAM, N.C------------------- 1 7544 | 7090 | 2140) 1952 | 188 ( 2666 | 1506 j 1380 | 1574. J 980 
HCUSTON, TEX----~-------------- 1 7614 4 7156 | 22024 1918 | 284 1 2436 | 1453 | 41373 4 1496 | 983 
WASHVILLE, TENN--------------- 1 7408 | 6962 ' 21914 1914 | 197 } (2358 0) 1378 <j 483 |} 1322 | 980 
ORLABDO, PLA------------------ | 7265 | 6828 1 2018) 1808 | 210 "232646 1388. J» 7s 4 1239 | 970 
WASHINGTON, D.C.-MD.-VA-y7--~-| 8427 | 7920 | 23391 2093 | 246 2952. 4° 1961. [1900  § 1840 | 1091 
WONMETROPOLITAN AREAS-~--------| 6763 | 6356 4 2175) 1973 | 202 [j9au. 0. Tiss) Of CUtGsS CF att. ft 779 

WEST: _ | ! i | 1 | i | | i 
BAKERSFIELD, CALIP------------ { 7382 | 6938 | 2168] 1964 | 204 {gene  l2es. A. THI0 ft 1185 «| 988 
DENVER, COLO-<-<9-------------- “teehee 7268 1 2268) 2039 | 229 1 2456 | ‘1381 | 1380 | 1381 | 1075 
LOS ANGELES-LONG BEACH, CALIP-| 7634 | 7175 4 22194 1947 | 272 123869 | 1401 4 2044 4 1055. 1 988 
SAN DIEGO, CALIP-------------- {| 7435 | 69886 1 2135] 1829 | 306 1 2330 | 1405 4 1846 4 1168 | 925 
SAN PRANCISCO-OAKLAND, CALIP--{ 8309 | 7809 1 2315] 2068 | 247 4. 2742 A, $628 of 2108 A 1360 | 1108 
SEATTLE-EVERETT, WASH~-------- 1 8500 4 7989 1 2328) 2043 | 285 { 2030. me ete. oc. 214t Y 1796 | 1120 
HCWOLULU-- ---------~-- ae a = {| 8987 | 8446 { 2864) 2586 | 278 } 2076 0.9726, Tf 2536 | 1293 | 1148 
WONMETROPOLITAN AREAS----~----- 1 71614 6730 § 2179; 1977 | 202 12163 } 409 4 %W4H7r 4 1368 | 754 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA--------------- 410932 | 10274 { 2897) 2604 | 293 14225 | 2928 | 3594 4 2569 | 1297 

eC CE a Fe (Dent ae Cae: Sa CE a a Se see 


SEE FOOTNOTES POLLOWING TABLE 3. 


HIGHER BUDGET CONTINUED: 


= 


SR ers 71 bo A Mae) Pi cee enna are 
AREA {| TRAWSPOB- | CLOTHING | PERSOMAL | MEDICAL {| OTHER PAMILY | OTHER 
! TATION 7/7 ¢ 1 CARE I CARE {| CONSUMPTION 8/| ITEMS 9/ 


{ t { 1 
URBAN UNITED STATES------------- {$1299 I $568 \ $335 ie CELL $722 { $875 
HETROPOLITAN AREAS --—---— | 1327 \ 563 \ 332 \ 7794 780 \ 908 
NONMETROPOLITAN AREAS--~/-~---j 1214 { 585 1 344 { 597 | 550 I 776 
NORTHEAST: 1 1 1 1 1 { 
BOSTON, HASS----------------~- I 1428 | 583 i 301 \ 7518} 809 1 1075 
BUFFALO, .¥-----——=—--->—--- i 1404 \ 659 { 308 { 7269 I 775 { 930 
BARTFORD, CORU@<-- 39 = == == -- == t 1403 1 568 1 417 1 749 1 632 1 951 
LANCASTER, PA--<--2=>-<=--=--==- 1 1280 ! 568 1 281 ! 723 ! 745 1 845 
NEW YORK-NORTHEASTERN, N.J----| 1250 1 518 { 348 I 782 ! 805 1 1010 
PHILADELPHIA, PA-N.J 1197 { 455 1 308 1 765 1 776 1 910 
PITTSBURGH, PA---------------- 1357 I 503 | 309 { 752, I 797 I 887 
PORTLAND, MALWE-~----~yrr----- { 1333 \ 667 \ 278 { 1460 738 \ 889 
NONMETROPOLITAN AREAS--~------ i 1313 i] 593 1 324 1 758 1 542 { B44 
NORTH CENTRAL: { | I 1 { { 
CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA------------ \ 1336 I 659 { 333 i 767 oS 774 \ 872 
CHAMPAIGN-URBANA, ILL---~-~---- 1 1347 1 734 ! 357 1 770 i 756 1 904 
CHICAGO, ILL.-NORTHWESTERN IND] 1217 ! 557 1 327 i] 779 1 783 1 874 
CINCINNATI, OHIO-KY,-IND------ 1 1253 ! 627 1 279 1 768 1 765 ! B45 
CLEVELAND, OHI0----—----~------ \ 1323 { 624 1 396 { 754 | 811 i 901 
DAYTON, OH1O0s<9--<86eee-4=--== i 1256 1 604 | 289 ! 771 ! 7197 ! 861 
DETROIT, HICH----------------- 1 1309 i 618 1 333 i 784 | 795 \ 922 
GREEN BAY, WIS---==--~------=- { 1267 \ 619 \ 324 i 769 (| 796 ' a7 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND@--°-9-=---=-<-- ! 1307 1 616 1 307 ! 767 1 768 1 665 
KANSAS CITY, 4O.-KANS--------- i 1373 { 624 1 356 { 788 | 760 \ 894 
HILWAUKEE, WIS---------------- { 1306 \ 665 | 333 I 760 «| 784 ' 903 
MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL, MINN----j 1284 { 576 1 342 ! 741 { 813 if 677 
St. Louis, B8O.-ILE i 1462 | 534 ! 300 1 746 i 756 ! 859 
VICHITA, KAS <o> - ees eee see= 1 1356 ! 629 1 334 1 ee | 1 798 ! 868 
NONMETROPOLITAN AREAS-LU------ \ 1166 | 642 { 365 { rst tes 558 1 787 
SOUTH: | i} { t | i 
ATLANTA, GA------------------- { 1251 ' 567 | 327 \ F694 oT 756 \ 805 
AUSTIN, TEX------------------- \ 1364 ! 584 \ 299 I TIT) A 780 \ 843 
BALTIMORE, MD----------------- I 1300 | 564 | 346 \ 410% -I 760 { 859 
BATON ROUGE, LA-<<9"------>---- | 1334 { 587 1 356 ! 757 i 766 ! 804 
DALLAS, TEX------------------- I 1386 \ 511 { 323 \ 00 | 764 \ 859 
DURHAM, W.C-------~---—------~- \ 1275 1 528 { 318 { 794 | 757 \ 821 
HOUSTON, TEX------------------ \ 1347 I 566 | 351 ' gi3° | 742 | 879 
NASHVILLE, TENN--------------- { 1322 1 639 \ 291 I 759 | 733 I 827 
ORLANDO, FPLA------------------ ! 1290 \ 567 | 293 \ 7174 | 1 \ 802 
WASHINGTON, D.C.-MD.-VA-7---~1 1420 \ 515 \ 399 [er 80Gk  { 314 I 935 
NONMETROPOLITAN AREAS----*+---- | 1233 1 531 i 327 1 761 i 544 t 752 
WEST: i | | | | 
BAKERSFIELD, 1417 { 451 { 302 { B44 | 737 | 827 
DENVER, COLO 1325 1 €57 1 307 1 762 1 794 j 874 
LOS ANGELES-LONG BEACH, CALIF-{ 1471 \ 492 r 317 1 833 | 717 | 882 
SAN DIEGO, CALIP-------------- ' 1365 { 499 \ 310 \ 820. | 763 \ 844 
SAN FRANCISCO-OAKLAND, CALIF--} 1533 1 577 1 403 1 838 1 803 1 921 
SEATTLE-EVERETT, WASH------~--- ! 1348 1 583 1 376 1 802 1 796 1 922 
HONOLULU---~---~-=-~~77------- \ 1388 { 534 I 361 I 791 | 860 ' 979 
NON METROPOLITAN AREASLU. baalae inaietnaontes 1 1157 1 659 1 386 i 773 i 564 t 783 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA--------------- i 1586 \ 801 { 563 { 976 | 655 1; 1148 


SEE POOTNOTES POLLOWIWG TABLE 3. 


TABLE 3. ANNJAL COSTS OF A HIGHER BUDGET FORK A KETIRED COUPLE, 1/ AUTUMN 1976 


FAMILY CONSUMPTION 


| 1 ! FOOD ee =F) «) HOUSING 3 
ARBA ITOTAL | TOTAL | TOTAL|FOOD AT |POOD AWAY | { SHELTER { HOU SE- 
IBUDGET{CONSUMPTION } I HOME | FROM HOME/{TOTAL |TOTAL 4/{ RENTER | HOMEOWNER| PURNISHINGS 
27" 1 ! { i | { ICOSTS 5/1ICOSTS 6/ {6 OPERATIONS 
Pe eo 
URBAN UNITED STATES~-7 > wes <--<- 1$11596; $10721 { $2884, $2446 | $437 1$4139..[ $2407) [ $2558. 4) S2aeq $1619 
METROPOLITAN AREAS-“~47> ------ 1 120694 11161 4 29271 2462 4 465 {1 4454 4 2622 | 2842 | 2520. | 1719 
NONMETROPOLITAN AREAS-~~------~-- | 40182) 9405 { 27531} 2400 | 353 { 3139] i765: ft 1707 4 Test. f 1320 
NORTHEAST: | | i | ' i | | J i 
BOSTON, BAS 5° <== = sai = ae { 14466) 1339 3 1 30524 2603 | 44g {| 6967. 8525. of 3539 «| 4947 | 1829 
BUPFALO, N.Y----~-----------~-- 1 12384) 11454 1 28690) 2470 | 420 t 8692 |. 2838 p. 3233 -f 2669 | 1741 
HARTPORD, CONN---------------- | 12683) 11732 { 29394 2565 | 374 1°4824 | 2888 4 2863 4 2898 4 1823 
LANCASTER, PAs<23~--<=--<-=--=-- 1 11168] 10323 | Zack] 2495 |} 412 } 3873S iL» 2075, i. 2108 Ji 2062 | 1630 
NEW YORK-NORTHEASTERN, N.J----| 13529} 12519 4 3190} 2644 | 546 | 5626) 3720 pate Saea cl 3872, At 1787 
PHILADELPHIA, PA-N.J---------- 1 120914 11181 t 31844 2646 | 538 } 4096.) 2689.6 3112 = 2507 | 1694 
PITTSBURGH, PA-~-------------- { PO 1eTZ 10885 t 2988) 2497 | 491 § 4979 Ah 2386 of 29524 2477 | 1686 
PORTLAND, MAINE-------~------- | 11789; 10900 t 29744 2599 4 375 { #164 i 2343 87 237 al 23245 el 1708 
NONMETROPOLITAN AREASJIL-----~ { 119544 10310 { 29184 2498 | 420 } 3662 4 2560 4 1980 |} 2808 | 1189 
NORTH CENTRAL: 1 { f f ] { | | t { 
CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA------------ | 11555) 10683 1 2656] 2214 | 442 i £1Sh oo). 2389S 2b ease 2302 it 1656 
CHAMPAIGN-UJRBANA, ILL--------- 1 120124 11108 1 28694 2455 | 4 I 82751 .2596  h. Z2asa ot 2360 | 1766 
CHICAGO, ILL.-NORTHWESTERN IND] 11584] 10710 { 29531 2533 | 420 4 8094 )) (2311 1. 2926 Of 2048 | 1679 
CINCINNATI, GHIO-KY,-IND------ 1 111624 10317 4 29424 2560 | 382 13682.) 1999 0h CrNe ot 2106 | 1571 
CLEVELAND, OH10Q--------------- 1 11971] 11070 1 28894 2448 | 4ut l S273. 0 2ote ol eens | 20535, | 1648 
DAYTON, OHIO------------------ 1 11389} 10528 { 28164 2440 4 376 } 3995.0 .21S 3) ote e20r a 2097 | 1731 
DETROIT, MICH-----------~------ 1 122654 11343 1 2846) 2414 | 432 (4658 | 2900 43 3098 4 2815 4j 1645 
GREEN BAY, WiS--4-~2——=-<----~ 1 11540] 10669 { 26014 2265 j 336 f S295 tie 2293. sie Tors, rE (ope 1889 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND-------<------ 1 11458} 10593 1 2787¢% 2361 | 426 § S08T - 2225. ob. Tacs I PA) iy oy | 1703 
KANSAS CITY, MO.-KANS--------- 1 118714 10977 1 3039} 2520 | 519 1 4037.5 2270) op cas 2245 | 1710 
MILWAUKEE, WIS---------------- 1 11994] 11091 1 28344 2338 |} 496 }.GF09 | 2618s sf) 2819's 2698 | 1682 
MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL, MINN----j| 11624] 10747 | 28894 2a0 Lot $12 YOW2 bE 2307 be 2390¢*| 2271 | 1682 
St...LQOUIS,; 46.-ILL~=--—-<-=-=<= 1 11364) 10505 4 3020] 2566 | 454 { 3687 | 16135 1662 | 1477 | 1761 
WICBITA, KAUS------—-- a ae | 114984 10630 f. “2720 2369 | 352 1 4039.8 Zit twee 2040 {| 1789 
NONMETROPOLITAN AREAS--------- | 103304 9543 1 2797] 2447 | 350 1 3264 | 1893 7 { “{S527 | TST et 1258 
SOUTH: | I | { | t ! i ! | 
ATLANTA, GA------------------- 1 10590} 9765 1 2823) 2358 | 465 S232) 525. h0 test ol 1482 | 1604 
AUSTIN, TEX------------------- { 11135] 10292 1 26553 2184 | 471 | 3834. 0 20534 Uh. 20885.) 1928 j 1667 
BALTIMORE, ND-<-=--<-=-~--------- 1 <9 36S 10510 $ 2845] 2355.1 490 4 3924 4 796%. | S2s0S97 1802 | 1857 
BATON ROUGE, LA--------------- 1 10579] 9775 } 28814 2484 | 397 1 3094 j; 1432 i« V630. Ef 1356 { 1549 
DALLAS, TEX------------------- (. 2ta2t 10572 b2758 2237 | 514 1 3927 f . 2285 5.0 0 3069. 1692 | 1619 
DURHAM, N.C-------=----------- 1 108214 10000 1 27044 2350 4 354 { 362%) 1685: Fs 7792.) 1930 4 1626 
HOUSTON, TEX--------------~--- | 11652] 10773 ke 2ea2t 2298 | 534 { €322 i. 2362 Jf 2966, | 2129. 1 1647 
NASHVILLE, TENN--------------- {1 10912) 10085 | 2626) 2285 j 341 { S715 f. <1962) it aesean, | 1782 «| 1640 
ORLANDO, FLA--~--------------- 1 10546] S744 4 32520) 2162 | 358 {| 35261 AIST ale tr60 | 1759 | 1654 
WASHINGTON, D.C.-MD.-VArpr--~~f 12459} 11524 4 2924] 2506 | 418 1 4648 | 2762 | 2644 | 2812 | 1773 
NONMETROPOLITAN AREAS~~----~--- 1 98344 9082 i 269845 2348 | 350 1 2988 | 1491 j 14679 «| 1496) | 1386 
WEST: | | | i i ' ' i | ! 
BAKERSFIELD, CALI?------------ 1 10902} 10075 fy 27254 2375 3 350 { 3593), “1826 Vt w2285"™ | 1643 4} 1662 
DENVER, COLO0----~------------- 1 115834 10709 4 29461 2468 | 478 1 3916 (% 2032 1. 2268 4 1921} 1773 
LOS ANGELES-LONG BEACH, CALIF-]{ 11696] 10614 } 2912) 2363 | 549 14072 | +%2317 | 4160 4 teers 1642 
SAN DIEGO, CALIP-------------- { 11146) 10302 | 27464 2219 | §27 { 3799.) 214290 “32068. 1736 «#4 1544 
SAN FRANCISCO-OAKLAND, CALIP--{ 12255] 11334 1 29634 2504 | 459 1 S232 %- 22e8 CL y-2eee 3 1sz5°"9 1896 
SEATTLE-EVERETT, WASH-----—---- 1 122751 11353 1 2923) 2471 4 452 § 9525.7). 25922. 0. 29 ip o} 2456 | 1820 
BOROL CL ——— Se Set 7 ------ 1 13085] 12106 1 36694 STs 8 556 4 45803 — 2519 [) a6 | fh 2107 j 1871 
NONSETROPOLITAN AREAS~--~------ 1 102781 9495 i 2706] 2398 | 308 1 3250 j 1790 A 2ue8 ft 1690 | 1347 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA--------------- t 155124 14364 1 36604 3156 4 504 { 6123 | 3806 | 4YH66B 4 3523 | 2204 
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SEE FOOTNOTES FOLLOWING TABLE 3. 
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